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could any news be heard of him. Flotte stayed some
time in Madrid, and then went to the army, which was
still in quarters. He remained there three weeks, idling
from quarter to quarter, saluting the Marechal in com-
mand, who was much surprised at his long stay, and
who pressed him to return into France. At last Flotte
took leave of the Marechal, asking him for an escort
for himself and a commissary, with whom he meant
to go in company across the Pyrenees. Twenty dra-
goons were given him as escort, and he and the com-
missary set out in a chaise.

They had not proceeded far before Flotte perceived
that they were followed by other troops besides those
guarding them. Flotte fearing that something was
meant by this, slipped a pocket-book into the hands
of the commissary, requesting him to take care of it.
Shortly afterwards the chaise was surrounded by troops,
and stopped; the two travellers were made to alight.
The commissary was ordered to give up the pocket-
book, an order that he complied with very rapidly, and
Flotte was made prisoner, and escorted back to the
spot he had just left.

The news of this occurrence reached the King on
the I2th of July, by the ordinary courier from Madrid.
The King informed M. d'Orleans of it, who, having
learnt it by a private courier six days before, affected
nevertheless surprise, and said it was strange that one
of his people should have been thus arrested, and that
as his Majesty was concerned, it was for him to demand
the reason. The King replied, that in fact the injury
regarded him more than M. d'Orleans, and that he
would give orders to.Torcy.-to write as was necessary
to Spain.